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Time to Reinvest in Water Infrasmﬁiﬁ_

By Milaksh Kotarhi, Prosident
Americam Wager Wrks Aseciatior

Looking aver data Trom our
annual Seate of the Industry
Report, it's clear that the state of
gt woder dolTastotae—and
ihe comts associited with reploc-
ing H—eontnues m occapy the
central seat of concern amang
water utility leaden

Masch of the drinking vwater infmstroc-
trire was constructed during three perinds:
the Lite 1880s, the rering 1920s, snd the
post-Waoekd War 1 bomn, Due 1o differ-
ences i materials and constructon meih-
wis, many thousends of miles of under-
ground water pipe are concurrently
reaching the end of their functional hifes-
pan. In many commandties, pipes are fail-
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must rake sction now o eheore that
todey's prablern doss not Become temoe
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Withow quﬂl:llﬂl-.'-.l uumprl:llnul:i
WRLET Inlrasinsci i l"ﬂq-m" jeopard-
ime ouer ahility to provide safe, high-guabi-
ty drnking water: Any méasure of o suc-

—eessful society—low mortality rates,
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ity ond public safery—are in same way

to  related o hocess to safe water
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$150 billion over the next cauple
decades—communities must confront
ihe problem with mdn'k‘m resnbve
Water utilities and lncal governments

usire uuposwent for communities scross
MNorth America. We are all stewnrds of the
water infrastructure and resaurees hand-
ed deven to us by pest generations. And it
T ; o ensure a sofe
water supply Eu’riuim;:m:ﬂnm to
enjoy. @



